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[bookmark: _Hlk172551979]Dear (Insert name of Member of Parliament), 

I’m a local resident living at (insert home address) and I’m writing to highlight an urgent issue affecting your constituents. 

As you may be aware, there is a critical medicines shortage that is currently affecting more than 60,000 people across the UK.

Pancreatic Enzyme Replacement Therapy (PERT) is a medication used by people affected by pancreatitis, pancreatic exocrine insufficiency, pancreatic cancer, neuroendocrine cancer and cystic fibrosis. Most users of PERT will know it as either Creon, Nutrizym or Pancrex. 

PERT replaces the enzymes that your pancreas would normally make. It helps you to digest your food by breaking down carbohydrates, fats and proteins in your food. If it is not available patients and survivors who require PERT will effectively starve. 

PERT gives people with pancreatitis and pancreatic exocrine insufficiency the ability to maintain their weight and strength. PERT can also reduce people’s level of severe pain and prevent distressing digestive symptoms. Not having PERT available results in weight and muscle loss and starvation.  

If you have had your pancreas removed or damaged by chronic pancreatitis and take PERT, you will need to take it for the rest of your life. 

(Insert personal information of why PERT is important to you/ your family)

Over the past months, there has been intermittent shortages of PERT across the UK, and we have been told that these shortages will continue until at least 2026.

Please can you write to the Secretary of State for Health & Social Care and highlight this as an issue requiring urgent action? You can help bring further attention to this issue by raising it in the House of Commons and sharing patient advice and support on social media: https://pancreaticcanceraction.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Position-Statement-Shortage-of-PERT-Patient-Advice-Version-3-24th-June-2024-1.pdf 

I am extremely worried that patients are missing out on essential, life-saving medication. 

Charities Guts UK, Pancreatic Cancer Action, Neuroendocrine Cancer UK, Pancreatic Cancer UK and Cystic Fibrosis Trust are working together to campaign on this issue. If you have any technical questions, you can contact Joe Kirwin, Chief Executive of Pancreatic Cancer Action via joe@panact.org. 

Thank you in advance for all your help.

(Name)

