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RESEARCH SCOPE AND ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR THE
2024 GUTS UK/AMELIE WARING PHD STUDENTSHIP


Research scope:
Guts UK are announcing a call for a three-year award open to supervisors proposing a PhD programme with the aim of encouraging the development of highly motivated graduates in the area of research into pancreatic injury or inflammation.  

The continuation of a grant within this period will be subject to annual review after the submission of a progress report, which is required at the completion of each year of the project. Please note that projects on pancreatic cancer are excluded from this call.
Eligibility criteria:
Lead supervisors and co-supervisors should: 
· be affiliated with UK academic or medical institutions. 
· have a PhD or MD and a tenured post, or be able to demonstrate that they will have a salary for the duration of the PhD Studentship.  
· be clinical scientists or research scientists and projects can be clinical or non-clinical.  
· not currently have two or more active grants with Guts UK. Where two grants are held, with one ending before the submission deadline of 2 September 2024 at 5pm, applications will be accepted.
· ensure that where supervisor or co-supervisor are based at different institutions, a tertiary supervisor is based at the host institution. 
· ensure the PhD student appointed is enrolled at a UK institution. 
· provide appropriate justification for instances where the FTE for the PhD student is less than 100% 

The research project should: 
· take place within the UK; although up to 6 months outside of the UK may be permitted – where justified - for students to learn skills necessary for the project. 
· not be used to cover funding gaps for ongoing Studentships. 
Budget and research duration:
The total available value of the PhD Studentship is £120,000 to include a stipend, fees and consumables. Stipends should be a minimum of £19,237 per year (outside London) and £21,237 (within London).

[bookmark: _Hlk78380201]Direct costs associated with the project will be funded. Overhead allocation, other indirect costs, publication costs, equipment, and capital costs will not be funded. Reasonable conference costs will be funded, where appropriately justified. If part of the project takes place abroad, Guts UK will not finance expenditure on consumables in overseas institutions.
Other considerations:
Guts UK is keen that the research starts as soon as possible after the award of the grant, the start date must be within 12 months of the award date.

Ethical approval, if required by the project, will be needed before the work commences. All licences pertaining to research using animals must be valid and in place.

For clinical research, provided the study meets the NIHR’s definition of a research study, it will be eligible for adoption by the UK Clinical Research Network and therefore, for NIHR support. Applicants are encouraged to contact their local NIHR Clinical Research Network for advice as early as possible. 
Application process:
An application form and guidance notes for completing the form can be downloaded from the Guts UK Amelie Waring PhD Studentship webpage.

Please submit your fully complete e-signed application by email to research@gutscharity.org.uk. The deadline for applications will be 2nd September 2024, 5pm. 

Applications will be assessed by the Guts UK Research Awards Committee and external peer reviewers. The Research Awards Committee will then select one research project for funding and the Trustees of Guts UK will approve the award of the grant to that research project. The successful applicant will be notified by the end of February 2025.
 
Please note: Any queries relating to submission of the application must be referred directly to Guts UK. Applicants or their colleagues may not contact a Research Awards Committee member or Guts UK Trustee to discuss any aspect of an application, or the decision reached on it.

For details of the terms and conditions of the Studentship please see the Guts UK website.
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